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Foreword
The NZS 9201 series are model Bylaws covering various matters under local authority 
jurisdiction. Local authorities are empowered under the Local Government Act 1974 and 
Local Government Act 2002 to make Bylaws.

The aim of NZS 9201.28 Model general bylaws – Speed is to provide a suitable model 
for setting speed limits on roads within the jurisdiction of the local authority, as defined in 
the Local Government Act 2002.

Reference should be made to NZS 9201: Part 1 Introductory and to the legislation 
referenced under New Zealand Legislation for any other definitions not included in this 
Part.

This Model Bylaw incorporates a range of existing practices from throughout the country.  
It has been drafted to provide a general model so that by means of specific modifications 
each local authority may meet its individual requirements.  Small local authorities should 
be able to use the document with minimal modification and without undertaking substantial 
investigations.

Tailoring this Model Bylaw

Each local authority will need to tailor the text to suit its individual requirements.  At a 
minimum, this will normally include:

(a)	 Filling gaps provided in text with appropriate wording;

(b)	D eleting unwanted text; and

(c)	 Altering clause numbering (and any cross references) to match the local authority’s 
own bylaw system.

This Model Bylaw draws on general legal and technical advice.  However, it is recommended 
that any local authority proposing to introduce a Speed Bylaw also:

(d)	 Refers to the Local Government Act 2002;

(e)	 Consults with local Police; and

(f)	O btains specific legal and technical advice appropriate to its own particular 
requirements.

Bylaw Process

The Local Government Act 2002 has significantly altered the administrative processes 
relating to the introduction and review of bylaws.  For example, the need for a bylaw is 
to be substantiated by appropriate policy analysis, there are decision-making processes 
to be followed, and a bylaw can only be introduced, amended (in any significant way) or 
revoked through use of the ‘special consultative procedure’.

Before revising or adopting a bylaw, consultation with interested parties is recommended.  
Consultation will assist in making appropriate modifications to ensure that bylaws are 
relevant to and suitable for the specific circumstances of the individual local authority.
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NEW ZEALAND STANDARD

MODEL GENERAL BYLAWS

Part 28 – sPEED

1 		  General

1.1		  Scope

The purpose of this Bylaw is to set speed limits on any road within the jurisdiction of the 
local authority other than State Highways controlled by Transit New Zealand.

This Bylaw is made under the Local Government Act 1974, the Local Government Act 
2002, and the Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed Limits 2003.  

NOTE –
Offences, penalties, and fees relating to infringement of speed limits are provided for in 
the relevant provisions of the Land Transport Act 1998, the Land Transport (Road User) 
Rule 2004 and the Land Transport (Offences and Penalties) Regulations 1999. 

1.2		  Definitions

For the purpose of this Bylaw the following definitions shall apply:

COUNCIL. The .............................................................................. Council or any officer 
authorised to exercise the authority of the Council.

ROAD.  Has the same meaning as in the Land Transport Act 1998 and shall, where the 
context requires, include a street but does not include State Highways controlled by Transit 
New Zealand.

RURAL AREA.  Has the same meaning as in the Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed 
Limits 2003.

SPEED LIMIT.  Has the same meaning as in the Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed 
Limits 2003.

URBAN TRAFFIC AREA.  Has the same meaning as in the Land Transport Rule: Setting 
of Speed Limits 2003.

1.3	 Interpretation

When interpreting this Bylaw use the definitions set out in 1.2 unless the context requires 
otherwise.  If you see a reference to a repealed enactment read that as a reference to 
its replacement.

For the purpose of this Standard, the word ‘shall’ refers to practices that are essential for 
compliance with this Standard, while the word ‘should’ refers to practices that are advised 
or recommended.
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2 	 Introduction

2.1	 Title
This Bylaw will be cited as the 9201.28 ..................................................................... Council 
Speed Limits Bylaw (year adopted).

2.2	 Date the speed limits come into force
The speed limits described in the Schedules come into force on the date specified in the 
Schedules.

3	setting   of speed limits
The roads or areas described in the attached Schedules or as shown on a map referenced 
in the Schedules are declared to have the speed limits specified in the Schedules and 
maps, which are part of this Bylaw.

4	  List of schedules
Schedule 1:	 Roads with a speed limit of 10 km/h

Schedule 2:	 Roads with a speed limit of 20 km/h

Schedule 3:	 Roads with a speed limit of 30 km/h

Schedule 4:	 Roads with a speed limit of 40 km/h

Schedule 5:	 Roads with an urban traffic area speed limit of 50 km/h

Schedule 6:	 Roads with a speed limit of 60 km/h

Schedule 7:	 Roads with a speed limit of 70 km/h

Schedule 8:	 Roads with a speed limit of 80 km/h

Schedule 9:	 Roads with a speed limit of 90km/h

Schedule 10:	 Roads with a rural area speed limit of 100 km/h

Schedule 11:	 Roads with a variable speed limit

Schedule 12:	 Roads with a holiday speed limit 

Schedule 13:	 Roads with a minimum speed limit

5	 DATE BYLAW MADE

THE .............................................................................. COUNCIL MAKES THIS BYLAW 
UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2002 AND THE LAND 
TRANSPORT RULE: SETTING OF SPEED LIMITS 2003.

THE COMMON SEAL OF THE ......................................................................... COUNCIL 
WAS ATTACHED, UNDER RESOLUTION (REFERENCE NUMBER …….....................) 
PASSED AT A MEETING OF THE ......................................................................... COUNCIL 
HELD ON …............ (DAY) ….....….... (MONTH) …............ (YEAR).
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